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SEPTEMBER  2011
From the General Manager

GOLF COURSE UPDATE

At the time of writing this weeks report, the Course Superintendant and his staff will have completed the Spring greens renovations.

With the extensive restoration works undertaken by the Course Superintendant and his staff since earlier this year plus over 200 ml of rain between July and August , we were in an excellent position with full grass cover on all greens prior to renovation and this is has resulted in strong healthy grass growth across the entire course.

Over the next few  weeks , work  will shift to renovating and top dressing  tees along with seasonal fertilizing of  the  fairways and surrounds.

Competition fields have also been very good with a noticeable increase in both Saturday and Sunday comps. With the advent of Spring now upon us and increased daylight, we are confident that the playing numbers will continue to improve going forward.

Irrigation break downs continue to persist with an almost constant run of repairs to both pumps and lines occurring on a weekly basis.  This is having minor disruption on play however the ongoing cost is a concern with a complete replacement of the system being the only long term viable option.

As earlier written in my last  Update report, the Club and Mirvac have now submitted formal Voluntary Planning Applications and Rezoning applications for the sub division of the  Western boundaries of the existing club .

A preliminary engagement of the Club’s nominated Golf course architect, Richard Chamberlain has also been made so that a final design and distance assessment cab be made on the proposed Hammondville land areas ( both the Club owned former Mirvac land area ) and proposed council buy back land located adjacent to Lt Cantello Reserve .

Approval for the sub division is not expected until early 2012 , however progress with Council is positive and proceeding well.
The Club’s executive are  continuing our efforts to have a formal meeting  with Interlink and the RTA  in regards to a negotiated commercial set for terms for access between the properties.

Recently, the Club President and myself met with local Member of Parliament, Ms Melanie Gibbons to discuss this issue and the local member has given the Club assurances to represent our concerns with the relevant Minister in the new O’Farrell Government.

It is our hope that the Minster may be in a position to raise our concerns over the extensive and unnecessary delays we have been experiencing with senior RTA officials and look to get as formal meeting of the parties to resolve and clarify exactly what commercial price is being sought for the access.

As many of our members know, both Interlink and RTA have sought to align the price to access to the future development of the Club site . We have repeatedly expressed our opposition to this  not just for commercial grounds but the fact that the Club cannot determine what size of commercial / residential development is possible on the main site without in the first instance having some guarantee of access . Only then can decisions be made about future residential opportunities .

LOCAL RULES 
Recently the Club’s Match Committee announced a series of minor changes to the Local rules following on from some guidance issued by  Golf NSW rules officials leading up to the NSW Mixed Foursomes Championships staged here last month.

New scorecards are presently being printed reflecting these changes and we ask for members patience in the process.

The key changes made were;

1. Relief from Garden beds.

Green stakes now stipulate protected beds whereby the player is entitled to relief without penalty. All other garden beds the ball is played as lit lays.

2. Out of Bounds – 15th Riverside.

The banks of the Georges River are now declared the Club’s property line. Any ball that goes out of the Club’s property is deemed out of bounds. 
Bunkers where Rain Affected.

There has been recent confusion over the treatment of bunkers after heavy periods of rain.
The standing ruling on bunkers in these conditions are as follows;

Play is to be taken from bunkers at ALL times as per the Rules of Golf. ( relief from abnormal ground condition ). If the Course Superintendent determined play is not possible from a rain affected bunker as relief cannot be taken near the hole, then that bunker is be declared GUR and appropriate notice given to the players at the commencement of the days competition.

Declaration of ALL bunkers as GUR is NOT permitted as each bunker must be determined on an individual basis.

CLUB EVENTS AND NEW ACTIVITIES

The spring renovation Steak & Ale was conducted on Saturday 27th August  with a 137 starters as a shotgun start format for the first time and by all accounts hailed as a success.

Based on the feedback received from those played, the Match committee will now look to set a similar format for future events.

Captains V President Day – Saturday 10th September.

This years Captains V President day will feature comedian / magician Adam Dean , this event will be popular so make sure you get register to play .
UPCOMING EVENTS;

Entertainment events – Live and Free
Queen Tribute Show - Saturday October 8th
Saturday 19th November -  TBA 

The Doors Experience – Saturday 10th December 
MEMBER NOTICES
Responsible Service of Alcohol.

Section 71(4)  of the Liquor Act makes it an offence for any employee of a licensed venue to serve a person deemed intoxicated.

Heavy fines and penalties apply to both the Venue, the employee and the patron where liquor is served to a person/s deemed intoxicated.

For the purposes of subsection (4) (a), the following are the relevant

steps:

(a) asked the intoxicated person to leave the premises,

(b) contacted, or attempted to contact, a police officer for assistance

in removing the person from the premises,

(c) refused to serve the person any alcohol after becoming aware that

the person was intoxicated.
Under the Liquor Act, a person is “intoxicated” if:

· (a) the person’s speech, balance, co-ordination or behavior is noticeably affected, and

· (b) it is reasonable in the circumstances to believe that the affected speech, balance, co-ordination or behavior is the result of the consumption of liquor. 

The New Brighton Golf Club RSA Policy specifically makes it mandatory that once a patron has been refused service they must leave the premises immediately.

Any member or patron that refuses to take direction from an employee whom has refused service may face prosecution by Police and face further disciplinary action  by the Board of Directors under the  provisions and By-laws set down under the Club’s Constitution.

Andrew Terry

General Manager

